Ben Nicholson, Graham Sutherland, Paul Nash, my brother A Cumler-Albert, among others, made excellent designs for table ser- land vices, An exhibition of these which it fell to me to open was collection held at Harrod's stores. So successful were the exhibits that for a time, I was told, they affected the sale of Harrod's usual wares. After the function I was taken by Sir Woodman Bur-bidge and his son round the various departments; we moved about without discomfort, for they were less crowded than other stores I had been to, and my wife used to tell a malicious story, that I said to Sir "Woodman—'But how. delightful, not a soul to interfere with one's comfort P * I was asked by friends of the Carlisle Gallery what my terms would be for buying pictures for them. If I were allowed to buy the works of little-known men, of course, I would need no remuneration. A yearly sum of £100 was placed at my disposal With this modest sum I was able to purchase works by promising young artists; later an extra £100 was voted by the Town Council. During the half-dozen years I have acted for the Carlisle Gallery I have got together the nucleus of a good collection, at no great cost to the City of Carlisle. I was asked to make a drawing for the city of Sir William Bragg, a native of Carlisle, which I was indeed pleased to do, for not only is Bragg one of the'mostFattractivefof men,[he has also a striking head and presence.
About this time mock trials were arranged for the benefit of the London hospitals. Sir Reginald Blornfield, Eric Gill and I were tried—for what crime escapes me—by G. K. Chesterton as judge. When Chesterton came into the private room before the performance and sat down, the chair promptly broke under him. This did not surprise Chesterton; he appeared to take it as a natural consequence of seating himself. During the following year I went to Lincolnshire to paint a portrait of Sir Charles Welby, on his retirement from the chairmanship of the County Council. I prefer to paint a portrait, always for me a trying task, in my studio. To live with the sitter, to see his every aspect more suggestive than the 227

